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  Why LCME Accreditation Matters
Dear College of Medicine Community
You may have started to see posters distributed in the Medical Science Building and the CARE-Crawley Atrium announcing LCME Accreditation.   An accreditation site visit is a regular part of the work of every medical school and has important benefits to the school and its medical students.   As medical students, you are investing your time, talent, and trust in the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine. One of the most important ways the quality of your medical education is assured is through accreditation by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME), the nationally recognized accrediting authority for MD-granting medical schools in the United States and Canada.
LCME accreditation serves as an external validation that our medical education program meets rigorous national standards for curriculum, student services, faculty engagement, educational resources, learning environment, and institutional effectiveness. Accreditation is essential because it assures students, residency programs, licensing boards, and the public that graduates are receiving a high-quality medical education that prepares them for the practice of medicine.   UC COM is known for excellent outcomes such as board pass rates above the national average, strong match rates into competitive residencies, and excellent clinical preparation for residency.  That is part of our brand, and accreditation helps drive that level of performance.  
The accreditation process helps ensure students have access to appropriate educational resources, effective clinical experiences, student support services, academic advising, wellness programs, and a positive learning environment. Accreditation also creates opportunities for students to provide feedback that drives meaningful improvements throughout the curriculum and the student experience.
The institution benefits as well. Accreditation promotes continuous quality improvement, encourages strategic planning, identifies strengths and opportunities for growth, and demonstrates accountability to students, patients, and society.
Monitoring accreditation compliance is a continuous process at UC COM and includes data collection, self-study, analysis of institutional performance, student input through an independent student analysis, and preparation of extensive documentation. This work will culminate in a comprehensive site visit by a team of LCME surveyors in October 2027.. Ultimately, the process is not simply about compliance. It is about ensuring excellence in medical education and fulfilling our commitment to preparing outstanding physicians to serve the health needs of our communities.   Our UC COM Accreditation Team will be sharing regularly here in the months ahead of self-study preparation.   
Thank you for your continued commitment to excellence in medical education — I look forward to keeping you updated as this work unfolds.
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