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Policy Statement

The College of Medicine (COM) uses a classification system to describe students’ overall clerkship (Phase 2) performance. The classification system is criterion-based whereby students are placed into categories based on specific criteria and not based on comparison to performance of other students. There are three categories for Phase 2, and this information is reported on the student’s residency application, the Medical School Performance Evaluation (MSPE). It is important to note that a numerical class rank for Phase 2 is not calculated nor distributed to students or used for the MSPE. 

Categorical classification for Phase 2 is based primarily on the total number of Excellences (E’s) achieved during the 7 core clerkships, with the possibility of a student achieving up to 4 possible E’s per clerkship. Students should refer to the clerkship syllabus to see a detailed outline on the assessments and grading schema to achieve an Excellence. Each Excellence is weighted based on the length of the clerkship in which it was achieved, with the possibility of a student achieving up to 88 possible weighted E’s in Phase 2.

	Clerkship
	Clerkship Length
	Weight
	Possible Weighted E’s

	Family Medicine Core Clerkship
	4 weeks
	2
	8

	Neuroscience Core Clerkship
	4 weeks
	2
	8

	Obstetrics/Gynecology Core Clerkship
	6 weeks
	3
	12

	Psychiatry Core Clerkship
	6 weeks
	3
	12

	Internal Medicine Core Clerkship
	8 weeks
	4
	16

	Pediatrics Core Clerkship
	8 weeks
	4
	16

	Surgery Core Clerkship
	8 weeks
	4
	16



Students must achieve a minimum number of weighted Excellences to be eligible for a specific category. To remain eligible for that category, students must not exceed the maximum number of Pass (P), Conditional (C), and Fail (F) grades defined for that specific category.  

	Criteria by Category
	Exceptional
	Outstanding
	Commendable

	Minimum # of weighted E’s
	66+ weighted E’s
	45-65 weighted E’s
	< 45 weighted E’s

	Maximum # of Passes
	Max 1 Pass
	Max 2 Pass
	N/A

	Exclusion of C or F grades
	No C or F grades
	No C or F grades
	N/A



If a student remediates a course due to a Conditional (C) grade, the initial total Excellences for that clerkship will be used for category determination.  

If a student repeats a course due to a Fail grade, the total Excellences achieved in their final attempt at the clerkship will be calculated. However, students are only eligible for the bottom category after a Fail grade. 

The minimum number of weighted E’s required for each category is based on modeling data predicting distributions of students between the categories.  

For students who become off cycle during Phase 2, the same criteria apply as the student population with which they take the majority of their Phase 2 coursework.  

Students in the Competency Based Growth Pathway (CBGP) are not included in the Phase 2 categorical classification system—See Grading System Policy.
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