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Policy Statement

The Phase 1 (pre-clerkship) curriculum at the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine (UCCOM) is a pass/fail system (unranked), with an opportunity for an “Academic Distinction” notation on the Medical School Performance Evaluation (MSPE).

Academic Distinction is used to identify students who perform exceptionally well on the standardized end-of-block (EOB) assessments across the basic science/organ system courses and the physician and society course series. The EOB exams are custom assessments built using the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) Customized Assessment Services and delivered at the end of a course as a cumulative, final exam. 

The distinction is criterion-referenced; any student whose weighted EOB assessment performance is ≥91.00% (no rounding) will receive an academic distinction notation on their MSPE. 

The weighted average used to assign Academic Distinction is calculated from the following courses and corresponding EOB exam weightings: 

Scientific Foundations of Medicine 	 	* 	10%
Musculoskeletal-Integumentary		*	10%	
Brain, Mind, and Behavior			*	15%	
Hematology-Oncology-Gastrointestinal	*	15%	
Physician & Society 102			* 	  4%
Cardiovascular-Pulmonary			*	15%	
Renal Endocrine				*	15%	
Physician & Society 201			* 	  4%
Reproductive Systems				*	  8%	
Physician & Society 202			* 	  4%


MSTP students who matriculated in the fall of 2025 (with the 2029 MD cohort) will utilize this academic distinction system. MSTP students who matriculated prior to the fall of 2025, and re-enter the MD program in the spring of 2027 (with the 2029 MD cohort) will be awarded an Academic Distinction notation on their MSPE if they meet the criteria above or if they were in the first quartile of their cohort when they completed the Phase 1 curriculum. (Note: students in the previous pre-clerkship grading system were ranked into quartiles.). 
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