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POLICY STATEMENT 
 

A student must successfully complete the designated four-year program of medical education, thus ensuring that the 
student has met the Graduation Competencies of the COM. Students may take no more than 15 semesters of academic 
enrollment to complete the program. A student can take no more than six academic semesters to complete M1/2, and 
no more than nine academic semesters to complete M3/4. A Leave of Absence is not counted as enrollment and thus 
not counted towards this requirement except in M1/2 when the Leave of Absence semester is counted if taken after a 
final grade is received for a course. 

 
A student must maintain a satisfactory level of academic performance in COM coursework and meet professional 
expectations as determined by the COM. A student may be dismissed for failure to meet the academic performance 
standards and/or the professional expectations of the College of Medicine. The student must take and pass USMLE 
Step 1 and Step 2 Clinical Knowledge (CK) examinations and record the results, including the scores obtained, in the 
Dean’s Office prior to the date of graduation as specified in the Advancement and Retention Policy or as otherwise 
specified in this document. 

 
The student must take and pass the Clinical Competency Examination (CCX) at the COM as specified in the 
ADVANCEMENT AND RETENTION POLICY. 

 
The student must complete all Clinical Medical Procedures and Required Patient Encounters and all other clinical and 
administrative requirements as determined by the COM. 

 
The student must shadow a minimum of 1hour during the medical education curriculum. Shadowing performed with 
physicians that hold a UC faculty title, inclusive of adjunct and volunteer, will be covered by the medical student 
malpractice policy.  Students may shadow with non-UC physicians, but will not be covered by the medical student 
malpractice policy, and will not count towards the minimum 1 hour of shadowing. 

 
On successful completion of the curriculum of the COM, the student is recommended to the Board of Trustees of the 
University of Cincinnati for the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Graduation dates are determined by the University. The 
student must note that the graduation date on the diploma may not be the same date as the Honors Day ceremony. 
Students who complete the curriculum following the standard program, i.e., those students who graduate “on time”, will 
have a graduation date in the spring. Students who do not complete requirements by the official University designated 
graduation date will have their graduation date delayed. Students need to be aware that not graduating “on time” may 
have an adverse effect on starting residency training. 
 


