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Obtaining NCI designation will validate our scientific enterprise and provide additional funding to expand 

our groundbreaking research that will help reduce the burden of cancer in our community through our 

discoveries. 

What is the Value of NCI Designation? 

• Impact – Reduces cancer risk, incidence and mortality in the region

• Quality – Facilitates recruitment of top physicians and scientists

• Funding – Secures funding that is only available to NCI-designated Centers

• Partnerships – Expand industry and community partnerships

Benefits of NCI Designation for our Community



University of Cincinnati Cancer Center



The Cancer Center unifies cancer research under one umbrella to focus our collective effort toward making 

transformative scientific discoveries that will lead to better health outcomes for all.

About the University of Cincinnati Cancer Center

Cancer Research

Cancer Care

Education & Training

Community Outreach 

& Engagement



Cancer Research



Cancer Care

Clinical Partners



Education & Training



Research conducted at a Cancer Center needs to align with the community's unique health needs. Through 

Community Outreach & Engagement, Cancer Centers are tasked with connecting community insights to 

research and sharing evidence-based findings with the community. This is facilitated through a Community 

Advisory Board (CAB), which acts as a bridge between the Cancer Center and the community it serves.

Community Outreach & Engagement
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Catchment Area

2.6M CATCHMENT AREA 
POPULATION

The Cancer Center serves a catchment area consisting of 
seven counties in Southwest Ohio and three in Northern 
Kentucky.



Progress To-Date



Leaders and Scientific Organizational Structure 

Co-Director
Syed Ahmad, MD

Co-Director
William Barrett, MD

AD for Basic Science
Daniel Starczynowski, PhD

AD for Clinical Research
Davendra Sohal, MD, MPH

AD for Population Science Research
Susan Pinney, PhD

AD for Translational Research
Pier Paolo Scaglioni, MD

AD for COE
Melinda Butsch Kovacic, MPH, PhD

AD for CRTEC
Susan Waltz, PhD

AD for Shared Resources
Ken Greis, PhD

AD for Administration
Tammy Mentzel, MPH



Scientific Accomplishments

186
Members

as of 2/29/24

33
Departments 
& Divisions

3
Research 
Programs

2
Shared 

Resources

383
Publications (2023)

24.8% with Impact Factor ≥ 10

29.6M
Total Research 

Funding (Direct)

23.5M
Peer-Reviewed Research 

Funding (Direct)

482
Interventional Trial 

Accrual (2023)

206
Therapeutic Trial 

Accrual (2023)



We Can’t Tackle Cancer Alone



OVERVIEW OF

Community Outreach and Engagement 
Cancer Center Priorities

Melinda Butsch Kovacic, MPH, PhD
Associate Director, Community Outreach and Engagement 





Abnormal, uncontrolled cell growth.

What is Cancer?



Most people don't know what cancer is or what factors 

increase and reduce their risk of a diagnosis.

Many fear it’s a death sentence.

What is Cancer?



The Importance of Tailored Education, Timely Screening, & Primary Care



Aims of the Office of Community Outreach and Engagement (COE)



The Cancer Center’s COE Team



Artemio Castro​   Reach Out Lakota

Asha Rone   Cancer Support Community

Casey Faber   American Cancer Society

Colleen Murray  Paddling for Cancer Awareness

Courthney Calvin​ Cincinnati Health Department

Herschel Chalk  Community Advocate

Jada Davis​    Cancer Justice Network

Jill Settlemyre  Cancer Family Care

Steve Sunderland Coalition for Health Justice

UC Cancer Center Community Advisory Board



Identifying Cancer Center priorities and holding the Cancer Center accountable for making progress in 

priority areas.

Connecting community members and community organizations directly to researchers and clinicians to 

provide opportunities for discussion and enable bidirectional learning.

Strategizing outreach to ensure education is relevant and screening is accessible.

Reviewing Cancer Center members’ research plans and protocols to ensure they consider patients’ 

perspectives and maximize the research’s impact.

Cancer Center Community Advisory Board 



Catchment Area Data Dashboard 
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Catchment Area Characteristics 

• 10 counties with 2.65 million people 

• 90% urban

Hamilton and Montgomery counties are mostly urban

Adams and Brown counties are mostly rural

• 83% of hospital population are included in our catchment



Cancer in Our Catchment Area 



Cancer in Our Catchment Area 



Our Identified Priorities and Risk Factors

Priority Cancers

• Lung cancer

• Prostate cancer

• Breast cancer

• Colorectal cancer

• Blood cancers

• HPV-associated cancers

Risk Factors

• Tobacco use (smoke/vape/chew)

• Obesity

• Cancer screenings in urban 

minorities/underserved communities

• Mental health and supportive services 

for cancer survivors



Importance and Value of Research



Helping Communities and Patients to Become Research Ready

”Research Ready”                 

co-designed with the West 

End Community Research 

Advisory Board.

”Becoming Research Ready” 

co-designed with six cancer 

survivors to address cancer 

clinical trials.



Recognizing Excellence: Our New PRAISE Award Program

Partnerships. Research. Advocacy. Innovation. Service. Education

Award Categories 

• Community Partnership and Education 

• Advocacy and Service 

• Research and Innovation

Scan to Nominate 

Someone!



Importance of Advocacy, Policy, and Equity



Patient Navigation  



Identifying Strategies and Identifying Partnership Opportunities 



Building Trust



It takes a community.



Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwPHhA8XSrA


 Increasing Equity in Cancer 

Jada Davis and Steve Sunderland



Engaging in Advocacy: 
Where to Begin

Alique Topalian, PhD, MPH 
Research Scientist 

Division of Survivorship and Supportive Services 
University of Cincinnati Department of Family and Community 

Medicine 

*Always be sure to follow your organizations policies for how, and in what capacity, you can engage in advocacy.



Why I Advocate







For SELF
Personal Advocacy, 
Empowerment

For OTHERS
Patients, Family, Groups & 
Organizations

For COMMUNITY
State & National interests, 
including research and 
public policy



Why is advocacy 
important? 



How can you get 
involved? 

*Always be sure to follow your organizations policies for how, and in what capacity, you can engage in advocacy.



National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship  (NCCS) 

• Focused on National Policy
initiatives

• Cancer Policy and Advocacy
Team

• Survivorship Champions
https://canceradvocacy.org/

• Advocacy manager: Veronika
vpanagiotou@canceradvocacy.
org

*Always be sure to follow your organizations policies for how, and in what capacity, you can engage in advocacy.

https://canceradvocacy.org/
mailto:vpanagiotou@canceradvocacy.org
mailto:vpanagiotou@canceradvocacy.org


American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 

• Local and National Policy Efforts

• Ohio grassroots manager:
sarah.morris@cancer.org

*Always be sure to follow your organizations policies for how, and in what capacity, you can engage in advocacy.



Professional Societies 

ASCO:

– Drug shortages,
funding research,
insurance coverage

AACR:
• Cancer Research

Funding

*Always be sure to follow your organizations policies for how, and in what capacity, you can engage in advocacy.



• Consider contacting your
organization's advocacy group
or policy board to see how
you can support them
through letter writing and
reaching out to legislators.

• For example, in your browser,
search for "Ohio legislative
notifications" to be added to
their listservs and to view the
list of bills and session times.

• Be willing to attend
legislative sessions and
personally advocate for
policies when invited.

l(f Ct rCi°N NATI I next lives here

• Be willing to contact your
legislators by phone, email, or
mail to discuss issues relevant
to cancer, healthcare practice,
or your research.

*Always be sure to follow your organizations policies for how, and in what capacity, you can engage in advocacy.



Consider meeting with lobbyists to discuss how you can better encourage policies that 
will improve the health and well-being of communities.

Write and provide lawmakers and lobbyists with layman’s summaries of the published 
literature and/or your research findings.

Share your laymen’s summaries with the public via your social media sites, during talks 
you give in the community, and within your institution. 

Encourage the public and your colleagues to get involved in letter writing to lawmakers 
to advocate for positive public policies.

*Always be sure to follow your organizations policies for how, and in what capacity, you can engage in advocacy.



We want to partner with you! 

Are you doing advocacy in the community? We would love to 
hear about it and see how we can build collaborations! 



Go forward and find your voice! 

• Questions?

• Alique Topalian, PhD, MPH
topaliag@ucmail.uc.edu

mailto:topaliag@ucmail.uc.edu


Breakouts

Brainstorm and identify ways to work together to alleviate the 

cancer burdens in our catchment communities.

1. Three neighborhoods or populations we should target first

2. Three organizations we can partner with.

3. Three strategies we can use.

Breakouts will be both in-person and virtual.



Breakouts

#2: Priority Cancers

• Lung cancer (Rm 220)

• Prostate cancer (Rm 466)

• Breast cancer (Rm 210)

• Colorectal cancer (here)

• Blood cancers (Rm 255)

• HPV-related cancers (here)

#1: Risk Factors

• Tobacco / Obesity (Rm 255)

• Cancer screenings in urban

underserved communities (here)

• Mental health & supportive services

for cancer survivors (Rm 220)



Risk Factor 
Breakout Groups

Virtual breakout links available in the Chat



Cancer 
Breakout  Groups

Virtual breakout links available in the Chat



Thank you for joining us!



Get our Newsletter!
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