University of Cincinnati Area Health Education Center Community Advisory Committee – Meeting Minutes 3/9/26 
 
Present: Pat Achoe/UC College of Pharmacy, Jennifer Kroger/UC Blue Ash, Simran Mehetre/AHEC Scholar-4th year, Tiffany Mattingly/The Health Collaborative, Tina Peterson/UC College of Allied Health Sciences, Brenda Poynter/UC Clermont, Adam Valenti/UC College of Medicine-M4 
Guests: Anne Lucas, Immigrant Refugee Law Center 
Staff: Dr. Sarah Pickle, Dr. Rebecca Fujimura, Sharron DiMario and Ella Woody 
 
Meeting Minutes / Recap 
The Area Health Education Center (AHEC) Advisory Committee held their March meeting to discuss immigration law and its impact on healthcare delivery in southwest Ohio. Anne Lucas from the Immigrant and Refugee Law Center presented an overview of the U.S. immigration system, explaining different statuses like asylum, refugees, U visas, and T visas, along with recent policy changes under the current administration that have made the process more difficult. The presentation covered how immigrants can access legal services through organizations like IRLC, which serves low-income immigrants in the Cincinnati area, and discussed the importance of "Know Your Rights" information for immigrants facing encounters with federal authorities. Rebecca informed about Ohio bill (HB 281) that would allow federal officers to enter medical facilities without warrants, potentially affecting patient privacy and care. The discussion concluded with exploring potential partnerships between IRLC and healthcare organizations to better support immigrant communities across the eight-county AHEC region. 
Next steps 
· Tiffany: Add discussion of immigration legal services presentation and potential partnership with Immigrant Refugee Law Center to hospital steering committee agenda 
· Tiffany: Work with advocacy team internally regarding House Bill 281 
· Sarah/Sharron: Follow up with Anne Lucas and her team to discuss potential connections and collaborators in counties outside Hamilton County 
· Sarah: Send follow-up minutes and meeting information to attendees within the next week 
Future Meeting Dates: June 9, September 8 and December 8 from 7:00 – 8:00 pm by Zoom 
 

